
XILITARY ASSISTAECE ADVISORY GRZ7?, ViETXAl~~) 
APO l-43, 3m fiancisco, California 

TO: See Distribution 

1. Attached for your information are copies of "Lessons Learned" 
1 thru 12, 

2. The infomation contained in "Lessons Learned" was obtained through 
After ActionReports on operat,ions lin South Vietnam and by personal ob- 
servations of MAAG Advisors. 

3* A copy of all future irLessons Learned" will also be furnished your 
headquarters, 

FOR Ti-3 CHIEF: 

l&l: 
14.2 "Lessons Learnedrt Lt Cal, AGC 

Adjutant General 
DISTRIBUTION: -- A 

See At-kached 
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SPECIAL DISTRIDUTION FOR "LESSONS LEARNED" 

SPECIAL DISTRIDUTIO11 ('%ESSOI$ L&q?.ivdDiI) 

ACTIVITY -___I 

CINCPAC 
CIT\lrCUSA$PAC 
CINCPACFLT 
CINCPACAF 
CIWPACREP, Ryukus 
CINCPACRZP, Philippines 
COWS, Korea 
COHUS, Japan 
Ci-iJUSbQAG, Philippine Islands 
CHJUSHAAG, Thailand 
CHJUSMAAG, (P~ov) Korea 
CHUG, Cambodia 
CQiAAG La OS 
CWiAAG: Republic of China 
C!!'iAAG JaLan > 
CXHIITAG Indone ’ 
CXMEDT, Burma 

s3a 

CG, Flt Fkrine Force, PAC 
CC, Flt Marine Force, ATL 
CG, 3rd %,rine Divzsion 
CG, Ryukus Islands/IX Corps 
Commander Task Unit 79,3,5 
CO, 1st Spec Forces Gps Okinawa 
ACSI, DA 

NO, CoplJs ACTIVITY NO. COPIES 

5 ~~ii-l.itary- Asst. Institute 5 
5 CG, COYARC 5 
5 
5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I_ 
1 
5 
5 
5 
5 

2 
5 
r; c) 

brine Corps 
Marine Corps Schs 
Army ljar College 
C8cGSC 
US&j,% 

USf\!A 
USAFA 
US Army Inf Sch 
i;s krmy &Ql- (:. MS1 

US Army Armor Sch 
US Army Avn Sch 
US Army Sig Sch 
US Army Eng Sch 
US Army Trans Sch 
US Army Q14 Sch 
US Army Ord Sch 
Civil Affairs Sch 
Spec liarfare Sch 
Jungle -kJarfare Sch 
Intel Sch 
US PAC Intel Sch 
Info Sch 
Log Management Ctr 

5 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
5 
c- 

; 
5 
5 
2 
2 DCSOPS, DA (Remote Area Conflict Off) 5 

OCR&& DA (US Army Limited Tkr Lab) 5 
COXT; 



. CLASSIFIED 
?iWLDQU~~~~S, U, S. ARKY SECTION 

MILITAT;'J ASYWTANC~ ADVISCR?I' GROUP, VIK!'NXiI 
Saio.o-2 Vietnam 01: 

I\lAGAR-OT (OP) 30 March 1962 

SUBJECT: Lessons Learned &umber 1, 

TO: See DistributirJn 

LD General: 
An Xuyen Province, 

A heliborne operation was ccnducted in Cai Ngay (sJG203797), 
33d DTA, III CTZ on. 8 hiarch 1962, 

20 Participating Units: The units &ich participated in the operation 
were an Inf Bn, Recon Co, -Ranger-Co, 
by 14 H-22 helicopters, 

and a i!Jarine Bn in reserve suppc&ed 
5 AD-&s, 1 L-49, 1 LCM, 2 LCVP*s and 2 wooden boats, 

3* Miss ion : The mission of the operation was to conduct a heliborne 
assault on t,he village of Cai Ngay containing an esttila-ted 200 VC, to kill 
or capture all VC personnel, and destroy al.lVC installations. 

4a concept: The concept of the operation was to utilize four heliborne 
company task forces in two lifts with an initial encirclement and gradual 
reduction of the objective area, The task force was to land in four separate 
areas and drive the VC toward tne center* Air strikes were to be delivered 
on the objective area and in gaps between units. 
the flight route of the helicopters, 

River forces were to protevt 

1 
so Results: 'he operation was considered successful with 38 VC killed, 

large quantities of'VC materiel destroyed or captured, and numerous VC ins- 
tallations destroyed, 

6, Lessons Learned: 

a0 The proper utilization of close air support provides an additian- 
al means to the commander in accomplish?& his missLon. The 5 AD& assisted 
by the L-19 spotter plane containing a VTJ pilot, and IJS observer began their 
air strike immediately after the landing of the first lift, 
areas '~scre the rc:;Xr of the LZ, flanks, and objective area, 

Their target 
Tile ssotting and 

observation by the L.-l9 plus.the accuracy and effectiveness of the air strike 
produced excellent results, 

b, The first lift of heliborne forces should be of suficient 
size to encircle the objective area if possible. The first lift was composed 
of two companies which landed in two different zones leaving a large part 
of the objective area unobserved and unprotected, thereby, allowing large 
numbers of VC to escape, 



SUBJECT: Lessons Learned Number 1. 

. C* Aggressive and forceful offensive action by heliborne forces 
im~~ediately upon landing will exploit the surprise and shock created by use 
of helicopters. The first lift of heliborne forces into the objective area 
WCZK-e . very slow to react and take advantage of only limited and spasmodic 
enemy resistance. The lack of aggressive offensive action allowed the VC 
to organize and part of the VC‘force to escape, 
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Less: Comptroller Diz 
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H, K, &X.E@Oti 
Brigadier General, -&A 
Acting Chief 

Pk.&s : 
USARYIS Spt Gp 
c/s IUCV ( 8) 


